This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 

Google" books 

https://books.google.com 




I * • 

OBSERVATIONS, 

• * *• * 

, » i * % ' * 

• l 

b 

on The’ 

v ' * '* * 

RECONCILIATION 

OF 

GREAT-B R IT AI N, 

AND T H E 

colonies, 

In which are exhibitedi Arguments 

FOR', AND AGAINST, THAT MEASURE. 

By a Friend of American Liberty". 

: w-;- 

Sahts Populi fuprema lex ejlo. 

Let the Good of the People, be the Foundation 
of all Law, and Civil Government. 


PHILADELPHIA; ' f 
Printed, by ROBERT BELL, in Third-Stri 


MDCCLJfXVI. 


% 

Digitized by 


Google 





Digitized by 


Google 



T0 THE READ E R; 

T H E Subftance of the following Piece 
was drawn up by a Friend to 
American Liberty, to oblige a few 
of his Friends, (ome of whom were for, and; 
Others againft a Reconciliation with Great- 
Britain j they on both Sides freely pcrufed 
it in Manufcript, and as the principal Subr 
jedfc of it is become a general Subjeft of 
Gonverfation, is in itfelf very / important, 
and ought to be deliberately weighed before 
’tis determined j it appeared to fome of the 
Perfons into whole hands the Manufcript 
had fallen, that it would be proper to have, 
it laid before the Public j accordingly they 
fgnt it to the Printer. And though this is 
chiefly on one Side of the Queftion, yet, 
they would be, willing to fee the Argu¬ 
ments on the other Side calmly and ration¬ 
ally urged, and the Subjedt fet to View 
in its full Light. 

As a Matter of fuch Importance fhould 
be well weighed before its determined, and. 
cannot be well weighed and confidercd,_ 
unlefs the Reafons on both Sides are pro-, 
perly viewed j ’tis proper the Reafons o& 
both Sides fhould be fairly exhibited, 
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Juft Printed, Publiftied, and now felling, By R. BELL, 

J in Third Street, Philadelphia ; (Price Three Shilling.) ' 

P LAIN TRUTH; Addreffedto the Inhabitants 
©f AMERICA, containing, Remarks on a 4ate 
Pamphlet, entitled C O M MON SENSE: whereia 
are fhewn, that the Scheme of independence is Ruinous, 
Delufive, and Impracticable: That were the Author’s 
Afieverations, RefpeCting the Power of AMERICA* 
as Real as Nugatory ; Reconciliation on liberal Principles 
with GREAT B R IT AIN, would be exalted Policy: 
And that circumftanced as we are. Permanent Liberty; 
arid True Happinefs, can only be obtained by Reconcile 
ption with that Kingdom.. 

Written by CANDIDUS. 

Will ye turn from flattery and attend to this Side l 
There Truth, unliceric’d, walks; and dares accoft 
Even Kings themfelves, the Monarchs of the Free ? 

Thomson on the Liberties of Britain. 
N. B. To this Pamphlet, is fiibjoined a Defence of tli^ 
Liberty of the PRESS, by the fagacious and patriotic 
JUNIUS, Author of the celebrated FREE LETTERS, 
to his frefent Majefty, and his* Minifters. 

Alfo, Juft Printed, Publiftied, and now felling, by faid 
BELL, in Third Street, (Price only One Shilling.) 

A dditions to plain truth; 

Addrefled to the Inhabitants of AMERICA,’ 
containing further Remarks on a late Pamphler, entitled 
COMMON SENSE, wherein are fully wn, 
that AMERICAN Independence, is as iliufory, ruinous, 
v ^nd impracticable, as a liberal reconciliation with 

GREAT BRITAIN, is fafe, honorable, and expedient. 
Written by' the Author op PLAIN TRUTH. 

The enjoyment of Liberty, and even its fapport aod 
prefervation, confifts, in every man’s being allowed 
to fpeak his thoughts, and lay open his fentiments. 

'Quotation cf the American Congrefs , in their Addrefs to 
the Inhabitants of Quebec from that friend to Mankind i 
Montes qj; i e u. ^ 

N. B. To this Pamphlet, is annexed for the infotraa* ’• 
tion of all AMERICAN who wifii to know,! 
and to enjoy, the very LAWS and P RI V I L E G E S, 
which themfelves have decreed, A Defence of the 
Liberty of the PRESS, by the HONORABLE, 
The CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. ' 
Memorandum, If to Preferve, any Part of the 
WORKS of valuable WRITERS, hath always 
been locked upon, as doing good Service to the PUBLIC^ 
The EDITOR hereof may hope, that his prefent 
endeavours will prove acceptable, at leaft, to all the 
Jovers of FREEDOM, who are fo confident, as to 
aeknowiege, that the PRESS 4uohe to be free 
MOTHERS, as well as for T H E M S RL V E S. 
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OB S E R V A T I O N § 

O N T H F 

RECONCILIATION 

O F 

p R E A T - B R I T A I N 

AND THE 

C O L O N I E S. 

A RECONCILIATION between Great 
Britain and the Colonies, has been 
much in the thoughts of the Ameri¬ 
cans. At the beginning of the war it was 
ardently defired in general, if not by all; 
but now it is not defired, but feared by ma¬ 
ny j and it has become a public inquiry 
whether it is bell there ffiould be a recon¬ 
ciliation, or a proper reparation, and vtfe in 
America be independent. It certainly muft 
be agreeable to all rational people-to have 
the war properly terminated. But how 
Ihall it be done ? It certainly will be very 
difficult to heal the breach that has been 
made, and bring - the war to a proper end 
and iffue. It was begun, and has been 
carried on in fuch a manner, that the ter¬ 
mination 
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6 OBSERVATIONS oj* 

urination of i t, mu ft be peculiarly difficult; 
t \yhenever the Settlement of our affairs is’ 
attempted, it fhouid be with great delibe¬ 
ration and calmnefs. Self-intereft, party 
Spirit, beats and tprimpfities fhouid havQ no 
part in a matter of fo great importance. 

To terminate the prefent war, to deter¬ 
mine the rights^ and privileges of America, 
and fettle its civil government, is a molt 
momentous affair, it is to do the work of 
ages; it fhouid not, be done Suddenly. All 
poffiblc light and afliftance fhouid be afford¬ 
ed to thole that manage the bufinefe* It is 
rpally {op much to truft to any number o{ 
men, as representatives, if it could poffibly 
be avoided. If it was poffible, it would 
be beft the whple continent fhouid give 
thiir voice in the rpattcr: But a few no 
doubt muft be tjufted with t^ris interefting 
concern j and they will doubtlefs find it a' 
\veight that they will be ready to groan un¬ 
der, if they are impartial and faithful men, 
?s I truft they will bp* I,t is So great an 
affair, that it fhouid with caution be en- 
^rufted to any men. Their is danger of 
men. There is «danger that they may be 
priflaken, or biaffed, or iome way influ¬ 
enced to take a wrong meafure. If Britain 
condefcends to treat with America, by ge¬ 
neral cpngrefs, or any representatives of 

ours* 
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R E C 6 N 111 1 A T 1 6 NV ? 

burs, (he will no doubt ufe all poffibleart, 
proffer many favours, nor will her mdney 
be hid from thofc that are entrufted to fettle 
the affair. < In this view we have more rea- 
fon to fear the money and favours of Bri¬ 
tain, than her arms, and open Cppofitioir. 
Thofe have often done more fatal execution 
than thefe. But we have reafon to hope : 
Our congrefs has done worthily. They 
have nobly exprofed their lives and eftateS 
in the caufe of liberty, and defence of their 
country ; and fhall they, or any others that 
may come in their room, give up our pri¬ 
vileges ? God forbid ! I truft it will not be. 

It was juft now faid, that if poffible the 
Whole continent fhould fettle Our 1 affairs j 
but flnee it imrfl be done by reprefentatives, 
they fhould as much as pofiible know the 
minds of the people in general. For this 
teafon among others, it fhould not be done 
haftily. Whenever an accommodation is 
propofed, it would be Well for every coun¬ 
try, if not city and town, to publifh their 
views of fentiments of the thing, as was 
done refpe&ing our liberties at the begin¬ 
ning of our prefent troubles. Then, almoft 
every county, and many towns met and 
publifhed their refolves, concerning our 
rights and privileges, which thing greatly 
traded to unite and ftrengthen the whole 

continent. 


Pigitized by v^ooQle 



continent. Something fipaUar might be 
clone now, or^when matters are about to be 
fettled. 

The iettlement of American government 
being as we hope for ages, or even to the 
end of timd, we may well take time for it; 
life all proper means, and get all poflible 
light. For this re^fon it might be proper, 
that a number of pieces fhould be publifhed 
on the occafion,- with calrnnefs, temper 
and found reafoning. There will be differ¬ 
ent fentiments, and which all may publish 
with candour, and offer their reafoqs fairly/ 
The grand inquiry is^ concerning fhe iffuc 
of the war; in what way and manner it 
tnuft be accomplished, or attempted; or 
how we (hall fettle matters with Great Bri¬ 
tain ? And here an interefting and impor¬ 
tant inquiry occurs, viz. Shall ws be re¬ 
conciled to Great Britain, fo as tp be under 
her government, or (hall wc bp indepen¬ 
dent i To determine this, another queftioa 
arifes, viz. Have we a right to he indepem 
dent ? We all believe an over-ruling provi¬ 
dence, we have appealed and applied to 
God in our prefent ftruggle ; we believe 
that the fovereign of the univerfe, the 
judge of all the earth, difpofei of nations 
and kingdoms, and that fooner or later he 
will vifit for iniquity. We have jssfon 
, therefore 
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kiCONClLI ATION. 4 

therefore to view the equity of our pro¬ 
ceedings, and inquire whether we haves 
fight to be independent. 

The qacftion then is; Has Britain for¬ 
feited her right to bur dependence, fo that 
foe cannot in jtiftice claim it* nor we be 
under any obligation to fubmit to it f It ia 
certain we were once dependent; and under 
Britifti government i it is a proper enquiry 
then* How can we be independent? To 
know whether Britain has forfeited her 
right th oiir dependence; * we muft a little 
con fide r thfe nature of civil government.—5 
In a ftate of nature, as iri the firft ages of 
the world, dr before mankind were formed 
into focieties for civil government; every 
man had a right to enjby himfelf, arid the. 
work of his hands* and what he took ini 
hunting; &c. if he injured not any of his 
fellow creatures, who had the fame right: 
And iti that ftate of nature; each man had 
S right to defend and Vindicate himfelf* if’ 
affaulted or injured by others. But when 
men were formed into Civil focieties, each 
ipau gave up this right to defend and vindi<i 
Cate himfelf, to judge arid determine in hisr 
own cafe, and left all this to the civil ma¬ 
gi ftrate } and the duty and proper bufinefa 
hf the civil aiagiftrate, was; is, and ever will 

< b be 

# Sec the appendix at the end. 
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be, to defend and protect the people, in . the 
peaceable enjoyment of their properties and 
privileges. 

The whole defign df civil government or 
magiftracy, is the good of the people. A 
magiftrate as fueh, has no right or autho¬ 
rity but from the people. It is true a man 
may in a tyrannical and arbitrary manner^ 
aflame power over others, and oblige them 
to fubmit, as has often been the cafe; and 
the people may think proper fo to do; and 
this their fubmiflion may become a fort of 
compact, and the ruler and ruled be mutu-> 
ally bound to each other. But ftill the pro¬ 
per end and defign of magiflracy, is the 
good of the people, and in reafon and equi¬ 
ty it cannot be any thjng elfe. This is fo 
ealy that I need not enlarge. A magiftrate 
then by cffice, and by oath, if there is art 
oath in the cafe, is bound to defend his 
fubjedls in the enjoyment of their proper¬ 
ties and privileges/ and people are bound 
to him only in confcquence of this, or in 
connexion with it. To fuppofe otherwise 
would be to deftroy all liberty and property, 
and to promote the mod abtblute tyranny j- 
but I need not infift, for this is out of di£— 
pute. 

To come to the cafe in hand then,, let ua 
fuppofe that Britain, or any other kingdom, 

had? 
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RECONCILIATION. ii 

had a part of its dominions, an ifland, or 
continent, lying at a diftance, America for 
inftance. That this /houid be attacked by 
a foreign enemy ; upon which America 
cries to Britain the fource of national pow¬ 
er, for protection and defence. Britain re¬ 
gards not, protects not, but leaves them to 
the rage and fury of their enemy, by whom 
America is at length overcome and fubdued, J 
when Britain had it in her power to have 
afforded help, protected and faved them. 
After fome time,. by fome means America 
extricates itfelf out of the hand of the ene¬ 
my, and defends herfelf. Has Britain, af¬ 
ter this, a right to govern America, and 
require fuhmiffion toher authority ? Would 
not Britain’s right to American government 
and dependence be forfeited? The cafe is 
clear; Britain did not her duty to proteCfc 
and defend, but left America to be fubdued 
by another, and America i6 thereby entire¬ 
ly free from Britifh authority. 

Again, let us fuppofe a cafe, that when, 
America had been thus attacked, and left 
deftitute of Britifh protection, America was 
not fubdued by the enemy, but after a long 
ftruggle, while Britain had opportunity to 
interpofe, but would hot, the Americana 
/houid get the better of their enemies, 
though at a vaft expence of blood and trea- 

... fore, 

I 
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%t OBSERVATIONS 

fure; would America, after that, be uridefc 
any obligation to fubtnit to Briti(h authors 
ty ? By no means. America h&d not thp 
protection that was her due, but expended' 
her own blood and treafure, and no thanks 
to Britain (he was not wholly dedroyed. 
Again, fuppofe that inftead of leaving Ame¬ 
rica to the depradation, of a foreign ene- 
fny, Britain herfelf (hould aft the part of 
an enemy; refufe us the privileges which 
are ours by constitution, feize our proper¬ 
ties, and deprive us of our mutual rights; 
in which cafe America expoftulates, pleads,' 
fubmits to all equitable jmpofitions, which 
are according to constitution, begs (he may 
be relieved, and not driven to extremities $ 
but Britain proves deaf to entreaties, feizes 
our properties, and deprives us of our pri¬ 
vileges, by which means America is obliged 
to defend herfelf, by force, which in. the 
rcafbn add nature of things, (he has a right 
to do. That in this cafe we have a right’ 
to defend ourfelyes, is determined by the 
declaration and conduft of thefe colonies in 
the prefent druggie, therefore will not now 
be difputed by Americans. 4 ! 

To proceed therv; fuppofe in this druggie 
America (hould, after fpilling much blood, 

and 

* I do not pretend to reafon with profefled tories, bu$ 
with thofe that allow, that we have righteoufly and proper¬ 
ly taken i£p arms in our defence. * 
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• RECONCILIATION. 13 

pnd expending much treaftire, get the bet¬ 
ter of Britain and prevail till Britain choofes 
to ceafe hoftilities: would America then bo 
under obligation to fubmit to Britifh go- 
yernment ? Every rational perfon would 
lay, that Britain had forfeited her right tq 
American dependence. There can be no 
more rcafon why we fhould fubmit to 
Britain, after {he had a£fed the part of a 
cruel enemy herfelf, than if die had left 
America to the rage of a foreign enemy. 
Yea much lef$ rcafon. 

I have only one cafe more to fuppofe ; 
Should Britain proceed againd America, as 
in the laid fuppofition, till flie had put us to 
much cxpencc, fhed much of our bed 
blood, burnt our fca port towns, deprived 
us of our trade, and means of livelihood, 
but when (he found it would not anfwer to 
proceed againd us to bring things to a crifis 
by the fword, fhould propofe a reconciliati¬ 
on, by our being under her government; are 
we obliged in jufticc to comply ? Has the a 
right to require it ? This is our cafe. What 
obliges us to fubmit to Britifh goverment! 
it is not for want of will and difpofition, 
in her that (he does not proceed againd us 
to the utmod. She has endeavoured to 
crufh us, and expc&ed that what (he has 
done would have accomplifhed it. Britain 

expedled 
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14 OBSERVATIONS on 

expelled by her armed force, the Fifliery 
Bill, and others of the feme cruel kind, by 
ftarving and blood (hed, to have reduced us 
, to an entire fubmiffion. She has adted di- 
redtly contrary to all her obligations to pro- 
tedt and defend us, moft unjuftly pro¬ 
nounced us rebels, and treated us as fach :♦ ' 
She propofed to bring the body of the 
people into fubjedtion, and fet the heads of 
fome of the chiefs; upon Temple Bar. 
Let her dreadful and bloody treatment of 
us, again ft all our cries and petitions for 
lenity, a long time prefented, appear in its 
proper light, and ftand full in view, as it 
ought 5 and in that view judge whether 
Ihe has forfeited her right to , our depen¬ 
dence and government, and whether it is 
neceffary in point of equity for-us to fubmit. 

But if Britain has forfeited her right, 
and we are at liberty in point of equity to 

be 

* And ii dill treating us as rebels. How ftraoge is ^ 
that Britain ihould declare us rebels, feize our effects, 
?nd try every way to hurt us, at the fame time that ihe 
propofes an accommodation, and appoints Commiflioners 
to treat with us ! Is it not evident that the commiffion 
for an accomodation is nothing but a (ham, defigned to 
blind the people in England and keep them quiet, while 
they are made to believe, that the Americans have very 
generous terms of accomodation offered them, and alfo rp 
^ive the tories ajnong us, a covered opportunity te ex* 
ert themfelves and oaufe'divisions ? 
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RECONCILIATION/ 

Be independent j yet it is a query whether 
it is prudent j whether it will be beft for 
us to afiume our right* and whether on the 
whole we ought not yet to defire and en¬ 
deavour to be in connedtion, and under 
the government of Great-Britain. I come 
therefore to view the arguments for and 
againfi: our reconciliation with Great- 
Britain. 

J'trft Argument . However, we may view 
the things Britain will not give up her 
right to govern us, but will ftrertuoufly in¬ 
fill upon it* fo that if we declare for inde¬ 
pendency, it will involve us in a long and: 
bloody war, and be our utter ruin in the 
end j efpecially as in this cafe our friends 
in Great Britain will forfake us, fince moft, 
if not all of them, have befriended us on 
fuppofition, that we will ftill be in fubjec- 
tion to Great-Britain. Gur having fo ma¬ 
ny friends in Great-Britain, is the reafon 
that our enemies find themfelves perplexed, 
and cannot fo fully exert themfelves againft 
us ; if it is> once found that we declare for 
independency, Britain will be united againft 
qs, Thofe that have bedn our friends will- 
no longer embarrafs our enemies, but Bri¬ 
tain united, will exert herfelf againfi us, 
with fueh vigour, that we fhall foon be 
overcome, or reduced to unknown difficulty, 

Anfwer* 
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I 

Anpvoer, Let Britain be ever fo much! 
united, fhe cannot visual but an army and 
fleet, and maintain, them at this diftance, 
fo as to deftroy, or reduce its to unknown 
difficulty. Should Britain, without foreign 
aid, attempt to fit out and visual an armf 
of 25,000 men, and 10,000 failprs tef 
guard our coaft,. it would caufe fueh a fear- 
city among themielves as would be theif 
ruin, now their trade is fo diminifhed, and 
their importation of provifionS from us cut 
Off. But fuppofe they could and (hould 
do this } an army of 25,000, and io,ood 
failors, would by no means fubdue us. We 
dan raife five to one againft this number. 
And fhould Britain Call in foreign aid, as 
ihe muft if fhe does ahy thing to purpofe $ 
that would induce us to do the fame. And 
fhould we make application, we could food 
have fuch afliftance, that Britain could not 
prevail againft us. 

, Second Argument . If we declare for In¬ 
dependency, Britain will not for time taf 
Come, proteft us againft other nations, and 
we fhould in time, and probably very foon* 
become a prey to the French or Spaniards^ 
dr fome other enemy. 

Anfwer. If we were once Independent, 
it would be the intereft of all the Europead 
nations to keep us fo. They would not let 

any 
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feECONCILIATlON. 17 

any one nation engrofs and oar trade* 
left fuch an acquisition Should enable that 
, nation to be too powerful for its neighbours. 
Thus fome fmall ftates in feurope are kept 
independent. The trade to North America 
would be fuch % boon to feveral European 
nations, that neither of them would let it 
be engroffed, or us Be much hurt by ano¬ 
ther. , ... , . 

Third Argument, If we unite with Bri¬ 
tain, we may. have our expences refunded; 
and recover damages for our loSTcs ^ but if 
we declare for independency, we Shall lofe 
all. , , , . 

An fiver. . ift. It is not in the disposition* 
or even in the power pf Britain, to make 
good our ,damages. There are no fuch, 
proposals by them, or like to be, therefore 
it cannot be ufed as. an argument with any 
propriety.’ . . id. If Britain ^ Should content 
to this, it would yet be much better /or tie 
to repair our own. damages as welt as we 
pan; in a ftate of independency,; than tdi 
have Britain repair them in a ftate of fub- 
jedtion to her. In a few years, it Would be 
as cheap to us, our expences would be fo 
much left* and our revenues fo much greater 
in a ftate of independency. 

Argument Fourth. Our independency 
Would ruin Britain, and furely we cannot 

0 u 
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be fo cruel towards our ParCht, tho'aghflfe 
has dealt fomethirlg hardly With us. 

Anfwer. i*ff, Kotwithftandirig bdf in- 
dependency, we may trade with Britain as 
tntich, if not mdre than With any kingdom 
in Europe j and if (he \fcill retrench her 
heediefs expbnces of place n>en'ahd petition- 
efV, 1 and the luxlirfles bf the great, file iriaf 
yet furvive. With a proper part of our 
trade, and a reformation of her manners, 
Britain may fubfift as well aS Tome other 
kingdoms in Edrope. 2d, We may by 
treaty agree tohdp, and defend Britain up¬ 
on particular ocCafions, as need may.require. 
3d, ff Britain is' ruined, it is by her own 
knifed rfdutf, arid We cannot help iti If flie 
li niiried, it is becaufe the is ffpefor rblh^ 
arid God’s 'judgments muff conic upon her $ 
hi which cafe we ought to bedifunited, if 
we can, and not connected With her. 

Argument Fifth. If we Will not Tubmif 
to a reconciliation With' BHtatn; Ihe will 
procure the French and Spaniards, to join 
With her, to bring ns into fubjetffion, or 
deftrOy us. Britain would grant part of 
thole provinces to the French and'Spani¬ 
ards, as a reward for helping to fubdue the 
remainder, rather than we fhould be inde¬ 
pendent. And ffiould Britain grant this, 
the French and Spaniards would Toon help 
fo conquer us. ' Anfwer^ 
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REPONCILIA T IQ N. i 9 

Apfwer*, lit, This is bpt a merp ima¬ 
gination, or rather a bug-bear to fcare peo¬ 
ple that fcnow no better, ad. The French 
and Spaniards had much rather help Ame¬ 
rica again# Britain, than. Britain again# 
America, jd, It would be muqh better 
for the French and Spaniards to have Ame? 
rica independent, and they allowed a free 
trade with the whole continent, than for 
them to own a part of it, without a free 
trade. It would coft them much to gqard* 
and defend their part, which would probar 
itjly be a hope of contention ; whereas if vye 
were independent, they would have the 
benefit of our trade without any cq#. 4th, 
Should France and Spain join with Britain 
pgaipfr us, we /hould apply to Holland, the 
King pf Pruffia,' and other powers, which 
would bring on a general war ip Europe, 
which would relieve us, fo that we might 
1 pontinue independent. 5th, Again# all 
fuch imaginary evil and danger as this ar¬ 
gument fuppofcs, or any that may pofljbly 
pc cur, we haye this to fupport us, that our 
paufe is good, and we have the Great Dif- 
pofer of all things to confide in, and apply 
to. We fiave not run prefumptuoufly into 
danger' nor are we propofing an independ¬ 
ency that is unjuft or unreafonable. What 
WC propofe is the mo# equitable, rational, 

natural 
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natural mode of civil government; moft 
adapted to a'nfwer the ends of government* 
according to the'word of God. ’ A govern¬ 
ment mod favourable to religion as well as 
liberty, atad the natural rights of mankind.’ 
In this way we have abundant reafo’n to 
think that God will fmile upon and blefis 
its; tv ill profper our equitable proceedings* 
and present the evils that earth of hell may 
deviie again ft us. ' ' 1 - 

Argument Sixth. The Gongrefs has late¬ 
ly applied to Britain, and petitioned for 4 
reconciliation, and therefore if Britain com¬ 
plies with* our prqpbfal, we cannot' with 
honour and jiiftice refufd to treat with her. 

" Arifwer. ift. We may hold a treaty, anil 
try to come to fome proper agreement, as 
to trade; enter into a league offenfive and 
defenfive, and ybt maintain our independ¬ 
ence'as to government. 2d, Our" petition 
and offer of reconciliation, fhould be view¬ 
ed only upon condition, that Britain would < 
redrefs our grievances, repeal fcveral a£ts of 
parliament, and place us in as good a con¬ 
dition as we were in 1763, which muft 
imply makings good our damages; which 
Britain is by no means likely to do. 3d* 
But the moft proper arifwer to this argu¬ 
ment is, that things are much altered finch 
bur petition laft July, of the beginning b£ 

September, 
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September, when it was offered to the 
King. If pur petition had been complied 
with, it ought to have been complied with 
immediately. It was offered ip a critical 
time, we were then in the utmoft danger, 
jbefet on all tides. Since that time much of 
our precious blood has been fpilt; one of 
our beft generals flain, feveral large towns 
burnt, ana others pannonaded, betide im- 
pienfe coff. If we were held by that offer 
of the Congrefs, it ought to have been im¬ 
mediately complied with, pr at leaft we 
ilhould have been told that it would be conr 
fidered as foon as poffiblc ; that it fiiould be 
laid before the parliament as foon as they 
met. But inftead of this, we were told 
that no anfwer would be given, and there 
was not a word of it in tne King’s fpeech 
to the payment, framed by the miniftry, 
iior an itdn of any reconciliation with the 
polonies j nothing but the fame procefs of 
tire and fword that we had been treated 
with. Yea afterward, when Governof 
Penn had beep examined before the Houfe 
of Lords, and the Duke of Richmond 
made a motion that the laff petition from 
the Continental Congrefs, (hould be made 
a bafis for a plan of accommodation j the 
minifterial party oppofed it, and it was 
|hrown out by 86 againft 33. And if the 

petition 
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petition is taken under qonfideration after 
all, it is by conftraint, not willingly ; it i* 
becaufe they find that providence t>a& ftniled 
upon us, and frowned upon them, and -they 
know not how to accomplish th&ir.crnet der 
figns as they proposed. And j$ there not 
«tl .the reafon in the wprjdj that we fhaulcj 
fay that we cannot mafep the fame offer no.w 
that we did eight months ago, and .that we 
are not bound by .the offer we then made. 
If A offers B a hqrfe at a certain price, and 
B does not accept the offer. A, has 4 right 
to withdraw it, and-is not obliged tp-lpt f} 
have the horfe on the fame terms apy confi- 
derable time after, efpecia)Iy if id^cpm- 
ffaqces are much ajtered in the 'mean time, 
and mote efpccially if the alterjtfon is A’s 
damage, by B’s negled ^comply, with As 
offer at ffrft. This is our cafe wit^ ffcitain. 
We are therefore no way bound|fc;y $he pe¬ 
tition we fen11 aft July. 

I cproe now to offer the arguments for 
independency, and again ft our being under 
Brittlh government. ! 

Firjl Argument.: By , independency we 
(hall avoid tyranny, and opprefliofW M wc 
fpbmit to Britifh gov^n/nent, vye.ffi?!! he 
Continually cramped w)th Governors, and 
other officers appointed Jpy the crown. AH 
thofi?. in .authority oyer ps, will hefwch as 
iuit dtp ambitious defigns of Great Britain, 

however 
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howler contrary to b'Ur intefeft. IF w£ 
a^e uflder Britilh goverrfrrffcnt, wc Can make 
no’liWs tb our advantage, unlef3 Britain 
View's them fa, and they receive a fan&ioti 
there. Not a! new county can be formed* 
Or choofe reprefcntatives without leave-front 
hotrife. If We are independent we may 
yearly Ch’bofefuch rulers as fuit usbeftj but 
If fubjeft tb Britain, We rtiuft be Under a 
King that Comes by fuefceffion,' however 
Unfit to rule, which is Often the bane of 
government* If we choofe our rulers an¬ 
nually, of Ohcfe in three years, they are at 
the end bf that time* again put on a IfeVel 
with thelrfelktw fubjeChs, and are liable to 
be called to afi accoUiit for mal-adminiftra- 
tion, which is c great means of preventing 
riTifmariagfeiftfent when iri poWer. But if 
the government it hereditary, we mu ft take 
the chief mdgiftrate as he is •, fometimea an 
infant, fottietimee with fcarce common 
fenfe, fometimes inattentive to any public 
bufinefs, like Domitian catching dies; fome¬ 
times ambitious, fierce, and. ctuel,- fifing 
all the poWCr Of the nation, to promote 
tyranny; Fometimes a capricious woman • ** 

* Should one of ottr charter goVfetwn^nts choofe v girl, 
tr mti old wafrnan for their governor; and give her the ^fu- 
al failary, woulcl not tbeir money be nobjjr expended, artd 
their govtfnrintnt finely martfaged t Tfto amdng brfiet* 
Aittgs may ferve to ihew, that hereditary government 
cannot be founded in reafon and equity. 
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and however thus unfit to anfwer the truS 
ends of government, he or (he, is hot to’ 
be let a fide. Hereditary government tends 
to keep a continual oppofition. between the 
court and the country: So that a courtier 
and a patriot, are oppofite characters, which 1 
is the greatcft abfurdity in nature, if the de> 
fign of civil government is properly viewed. 
Rulers are, or ought to be wholly for the 
good of the people : But how contrary to ( 
this, is the cafe in faCt, in many ipftances f 
The court and the patriots in continual op¬ 
pofition, has long time been a reproach to' 
a nation that boafts of liberty, and the beft 
form of civil government. . What fay fcrip- 
ture and reafon? If a.kingdom, or an houftf 
be divided againft itfelf, it cannot (land. 
Every man that has lived any time in Ame¬ 
rica, under regal government, knows what 
frequent, and almoft continual oppofition 
these is between the country in ter eft and 
thofe in powerj what jars and contentions' 
between Governors and AfTemblies, See., 
This may be prevented by keeping clear of 
Britifh government j and a kind Providence 
fe?ms now to open a door for it. I have 
but imperfeCUy exhibited this argument; 
but our opprefiions, and the incroachments 
upon our natural rights by regal officers,* 
are fo well known to every man that has 

an/ 
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Uny acquaintance with oar public affairs, 
that I need not enlarge. 

Second Argument. By being indepen¬ 
dent, we (hall be much lefs expofed to fo¬ 
reign wars. Every large kingdom is often 
at war with neighbouring nations. The 
avarice, and ambition of a Prince, at the 
bead of a powerful nation, will not differ 
it to be loiig at peace. If we belong to a 
large kingdom in Europe, we mud be at 
war whenever that kingdom is at wart 
And fome part of America will always be 
expofed in time of war. But if we are in¬ 
dependent, it will be the intereft of all the 
European nations to keep us fo, and no one 
of them will view us as enemies, becaufe 
they are at war among themfelves. Holland 
often enjoys peace while the neighbouring 
kingdoms are at war. If we are indepen¬ 
dent all the nations of Europe will protect 
and keep us fo } for reafons that have be-' 
fore been given. This will be much bet¬ 
ter than to be under the protection of any 
one, tho’ the mod powerful nation in the 
world. 

Third ArgUmint. If we are independent, 
our taxes will be jnconfiderable, compared 
with what they will and mud be, if we 
are under regal government. A view of , 
the public expences in the Province of 
D New-York, 
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. . , t 

New-York, and the Colony of Conned?!- 
cut, a few years part, may fervc to evince 
this. If we are under regal government, 
the Provinces will be dealt out to hungry 
officers, who will always get What they 
can. There are fo many hangers-on at the 
Britiffi court, who want places ; fo many 
teduced gentlemen to be fupplied j fo many 
placemen and penfioners, that we ffiall al¬ 
ways be peeled and pillaged, and new me¬ 
thods of railing revenues invented to fup- 
ply them. A number of fuch hungry 
creatures Will always be gaping for the 
places of profit and honor, and their falaries 
muft be as large as poflible. But if our 
principal officers Were annually chofen from 
among ourfelves, the expences would be 
inconfiderable,' and the bufinefs of govern¬ 
ment much better done^ There are many 
ways more than v I can enumerate, by which 
our public expences would be encreafed un¬ 
der regal government, and diminiflied by 
being independent. 

Fourth Argument. It will be much eafiec* 
to fettle the prefent difputes by declaring 
for independency, than by attempting an 
accomodation. Should an accomodation! 
be attempted, the views of Britain and 
America are fo very different, if not dia* 
metrically oppofite, that they could not be 

made 
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made to harmonize. ~ The demands of 
Britain and America would clafh to foch a 
degree, as to render a reconciliation imprac¬ 
ticable. America would infift upon fo 
many A£ts of Parliament being repealed, 
fo many rights and privileges afcertained, 
fuch a reparation of damages, &c. many, 
or all of; which things the court of Great- 
jtritain would abfolutely refufe, that an ac» 
commodation could not take place. 

Fifth Argument. If matters are fettled 
by our being independent, the Continental 
Congrefs, or the managers of that affair, 
will be relieved of much difficulty and ac¬ 
quitted with honor j otherwife it is likely, 
they will be fufpedted of bribery, and loaded 
„with hlame and reproach. If a reconcili¬ 
ation is poffible, and fhould take place, 
there muft probably be fuch conceffions on 
the part of America, as would be very 
grating to multitudes. And thofe that were 
entrusted with the management of the 
affair, would probably be fufpeAed of bri¬ 
bery, whether guilty or not. If matters 
are not fettled to the fatisfa&ion of people 
in general, the tranfa&ors of the affair will 
be the objetts of much public odium. 
Some part of the Continent has fuffered fo 
much, is fo irritated by cruel treatment, 
s^nd there is noyv fuch a profpe<3 of fettling 

things 
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things well by independency, that it will 
be impoffibleito make people think well of 
the men that (hall, without abfoldte ne- 
ceflity, again fuHjed us to Britilh govern¬ 
ment. No man need defire to be a mem¬ 
ber of that Congrefs, that (hall again bring 
America into fubjedion to Great-Britain, 
if it is not the general voice of the country, 

Sixth Argument . If we are- indepen¬ 
dent, we (hall be lefs liable to internal tu¬ 
mults and rebellions. Our people have 
now fuch a fenfe of liberty j have been fo 
ufed to meet, form, and publi(h refolves, 
and afltrt their rights and privileges, and 
have (o well fuqceeded in our prefent con- 
teft with Britain^ that it will be very diffi¬ 
cult to prevent fomething fimilar for time 
to come, if they are put under Britifh go¬ 
vernment } cfpecially if they think it is 
without neceffity, and contrary to their na¬ 
tural rights. Should there now be a patched 
up reconciliation, and we in fubjedion to 
Great-Britain, we might exped nothing 
but inward convulfions, ftruggles, and at-? 
tempts for freedom, till we were either 
ruined or fet free. 

Seventh Argument. If vye are indepen¬ 
dent, this land of liberty will be glorious 
on many accounts: Population will abun¬ 
dantly increafc, agriculture will be promot¬ 
ed. 
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jcd, trade will flourish, religion unreftrained 
by human laws, * will have free courfe to 
run and prevail, and America be an afylum 
for all noble fpirits and fons of liberty from 
all parts of the world. -}■* Hither they may 
retire frond every land of oppreffion; here 
they may expand and exult; here they may 
enjoy all the bleffings which this terraqueous 
globe can afford to fallen men. 

I have thus briefly dated fome of the ar¬ 
guments, for and againft a reconciliation 
with Great-Britain: More might be pro¬ 
duced, and I doubt not will occur to every 
reader.—Thefe matters are now exercifing 
the thoughts of many among us; America’s 

reconciliation 

* ’Tis not enough to fay eyery religious fe£t (hould be 
tolerated, for no one fhouid be eftablifhed ; and religion 
in general Ihould be encouraged, and every man not only 
have the right, but be encouraged tp think and judge for 
himfelf in matters of religion : While no fet or party 
ihould be allowed to moled, diflurb or encroach upon 
another, while they were all equally good fubje&s of the 
common wealth, and their principles and pra&ice not dc. 
trimental to civil government. 

f I wilh that 1 could *dd, that the guilt of flavery 
would be banifhed from us ; and I cannot but hope that 
Jn time it may. What a dreadful abfurdity ! What a 
jhocking confideration, that people who are fo Arenu- 
oufly contending for liberty, ihould at the fame time en¬ 
courage and promote flavery ! And being thus guilty, ex. 
pofe themfelves to the judgments of Heaven ! May flavery 
ceafe in America ! Well may the Wefi-Jndia iflands be 
afraid of their Haves, where that unnatural iniquity is f 0 
abundantly praftited. 
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reconciliation with Britain is become a fub^. 
]e<ft of converfation, and I think ought to 
be impartially- canvafled. In canvaffing this 
matter, and bringing things forward to a 
determination, the .fide of reconciliation 
with Britain has confiderable advantage; 
becaufe many men in office, and thofe that 
hope to be promoted if a union takes place, 
will exert themfelves, ufe all the plaufible 
arguments and perfuafions they can, to lead 
people to think a union is heft j and many 
of thofe are men that people have been 
ufed to view as leaders and head men, to 
whcm they have ofteij applied for ad¬ 
vice. Many men now in power, and 
others who hope to come into places of 
profit or honour, will from interefted 
views, ufe their utrnoft endeavours to lead 
people in general, to think that a reconci¬ 
liation vi ith Britain is beft. And it is ealy 
for them to influence and lead many of the 
populous.* On the contrary the fide of 

Independency 

# Since I wrote the above, I have been told, that there 
are in almoft every county if not town, men employed, 
and even hired by thofe who call themfelves friends to 
government, to perfuade and influence people as much as 
poflible, to favour and promote a reconciliation with Great 
Britain. People therefore in general thro’ the country, 
fhould obferve what fort of men are engaged to promote a 
reconciliation with Britain ; whether they be fuch as ex- 
ped favour from government, or whether they be fuch as 
ad with a difinterefted regard to the good of the country. 
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Independency will have nothing to influ¬ 
ence, but barely the intereft of the country, 
and people are often too thoughtlefs of theft 
intereft in thefe matters, ’till 'tis too late. 
For this reafon perfons of public fpirit and 
capacity, thoul'd at this time exert them- 
felves, and fet people’s intereft properly be¬ 
fore them; avoiding heats and factions; 
but (hewing people the weight and im¬ 
portance of the cafe, and giving a juft view 
of the ftate of America* 


A N 

A P P E N D I X. 

T O this piece, was intended, by the 
author: But as it was not ready 
when the foregoing obfervations 
went to the Prefs, it was thought beft not 
to delay the publication* 

The publither likcwife intended, at the 
end of the Appendix to have added a note 
of his own, on a paflage marked with an 
afteriik (*) page j, and feveral fimilar ex- 
prefiions in other parts of the piece on the 
dependency of the Colonies upon Great- 
Britain ; which it was apprehended might. 
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by lefs attentive readers, be understood coo? 
trary to the defign of the author, aS if he' 
admitted, that ever there was a constituti¬ 
onal Superiority in the people of Great- 
Britain, over the Colonies, or any legal 
right at all in the former; to make laws to 
bind the latter in any caSe whatsoever* The 
general defign of the piece notwithstanding 
thefe incautious expressions Shows, that the 
author never intended to countenance fuch 
a dcdtrine as this; which is equally repug¬ 
nant to the English constitution, as to rea- 
fon and justice; for the Colonies always 
were, are, and ever will be, in rights, 
privileges, freedom, and, internal (exclusive 
of all foreign) legislative authority, in a Slate 
of perfedt equality with Great-Britain, or 
the freeSf nation upon earth ; and were ne¬ 
ver dependents, nor ever will be* But the 
room here will not admit of a full diSetsf^ 
fion of the fubjedt. 
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T HE capital fu'bjeA of cdnverfatioii 
throughout America for thefe fcvt 
weeks paft, hath been excited by 
a Pamphlet entitled; Common Senfc j the 
author Of which endeavours to fhew the ■ 
ncccffity of our final feparation from Great- 
Britain, as our rights and privileges cannot 
be properly fecured by any mode of recorf- 
Ciliation Whatever. None of the anfWeri 
given to this ingenious Pamphlet; have 
Sketched out any plan of fettlcment; by 
Which it might appear that our rights and 
freedom would be fully fecuted, though 
again united and harmonised with Britain. 
That fuch a compadt or Settlement is prac¬ 
ticable; I think ought to be made apparent 
to the people of America, before they can 
be convinced of the propriety of reconcilia- 
E tion f 
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tion; aftd unlefs this can be efFe&ed, t 
never wifh to fee the union; preferring* 
beyond all comparifon, the toils and dan¬ 
gers of erecting a free and independent fa- 
brick to the delufive promifes of freedom, 
pregnant with the principles of ferVitude 
and oppreflion. But, I think, fuch A 
compact. Or aft of fettlement, may be 
framed, as Will fecure to Americans the 
rights of f r e e m en, at the fame time that it 

removes from them the horrors of war, and 

, < 

the deflations with which even viftorp 
tooft be attended. I think no confideratfc 
perfon will deny, that Our truly honorable 
Congrefs were of opinion fuch a compact 
could be formedj when they petitioned the 
King, addrefled the people of Britain, and 
prayed to the Father of peace for reconci¬ 
liation with Great-Britain, as the greateft 
bleffing thefe colonies could enjoy. If fuck 
a fcttlementj in the opinion of the Congreft 
could fo lately have been foamed, I think 
no good reaton can be given why it cannot 
now be effe&ed, fince the fame wife and 
falutary regulations, Which fix months ago 
would have fecured us agaioft the inroads 
of tyranny and the defigns of a wicked 
Minidry, muff at this day anfwer the fame 
important purpofes. What were the ar¬ 
ticles of this compact, which our Coogrefi 

muff 
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mud have thought would be fufficient to. 
fecure our liberties, I do not know, it it 
|mpoffible, therefore, for me to relate them j 
but fufficient it is, for the purpofe of de- 
ftroying the foundation of independency, to 
delineate the optUnes of a com pad, which 
would reconcile us to Great-Bfitajn, and at 
the fame time fecure and preferve our rights 
and privileges: Such a general plan, on 
ground-work, is here offered to the public 
for their confederation. 

Articles of the Compact, 

Fir/l. The Britifh Parliament (ball have 
po power to tax the cofoniei 

Second. The Parliament (hall not inter¬ 
meddle with the internal police of the colo¬ 
nies : Let Britain provide, for her own in¬ 
ternal government, and the colonies for 
theirs. By this claufe all difputes about 
invafion of charters, eights of trial by jury,, 
manufactures of the colonies, &c. will be 
rooted up at one droke. 

Third. The Crown (hall appoint the 
officers of government in the colonies, 
during good behaviour, and the people of 
the colonies pay them by this means the 

officers. 
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officers become equally dependent upon 
crown and people, (as they-always ought 
fo be.) 

Fourth. The Parliament fhall have the 
regulation of our trade f but leaft they may 
lay heavy, duties upon articles of our trade, 
under pretence of regulating it, and fo raife 
a revenue out of the colonies, they fhonld 
have no right to the duties, but they fhould 
go to, and be for the benefit of that colony 
from which they were raifed, to contribute 
in paying that colony’s taxes, &c. . 

Fifth. As it is neceflary there fhould 
be feme general power to fuperintend and 
regulate the intereft of the colonies as con¬ 
nected with and interfering with each 
other, which no Provincial legifiature is 
competent to; and as it would be danger¬ 
ous to give the Britifh Parliament that pow¬ 
er leaft tyranny might enter in at to indefi¬ 
nite a paffage, there fhould be a general 
ponventibn, confifting of Deputies from 
the feveral colony Aflemblies, or from th^ 
people, whofe bufinefs fhould be to regulate 
the pofts, the general Currency, and 'the 
proportion of the forces of the colonies, 
and all other matters in which the feparafe 
colony legislatures have not fufficient autbdr 
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*ity, and which are not contrary to the. 
right herein allowed to the British Parlia¬ 
ment. One fpecial bufinefs of this conven¬ 
tion, flionld be to keep a vigilant and careful 
watch over the defigns and tranfadions of 
the Britilh Miniftry and Parliament, that 
ib by an early watch word it may prevent 
tyranny in its embrio: But as abfolute 
power might in time be aHumed by this 
Congrefs, were it without any check, its 
ads therefore Ihould go home for the Royal 
affent j the Crown to have no power to re- 
jcGt them, or the Provincial ads, unlefs 
done within three years after palling here. 

Sixth . For our fecurity againft the intro¬ 
duction of Britilh troops to enflave us in 
times of tranquillity, when we had forgot 
the ufe of arms, a perpetual (landing mili¬ 
tia bill Ihould form part of the cbm pad by 
which me.ans the people of the colonies 
would keep up their martial fpirit, and al¬ 
ways be prepared againft the attack of ar¬ 
bitrary power: But, as it would be ufeful, 
in cafe of fudden invafion, to have a fmall 
number of troops at all times ready to repel 
fuch invafion, the King Ihould have a 
right to fend a certain limited number, for 
ioiftance, 10 or 12,000 upon the Conti¬ 
nent, whole immediate exertions might be 

fufficient 
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fufficient to prevent an enemy, until th« 
militia «ould be aflemblcd and brought up. 
Whoever aflerts that 10 or 12,000 foldiers 
would be fufficient to controul the militia 
of this continent, confiding of 500,000 
brave men, pays but a defpicable compli¬ 
ment to the fpirit and ability of Ameri¬ 
cans. More than this ftipulated number 
the Crown fhould not fend without the 
confent of the general Convention or Con- 
grefs. 

Seventh. In order to prevent bribery and 
corruption from fapping the foundation of 
the goodly fabrick, the compadt ffiould 
contain thefe three claufes, viz. That the 
Colonies fhould choofe their Reprefentatives 
and Convention every two years: That 
they fhould choofe them by ballot; and 
that no officer or penfionary of the Crown 
fhould be eledted. 

Eighth. As thefe colonies would be pro- 
tedted by the power of Britain, and would 
receive all the duties arifing from the regu¬ 
lation of trade, the Colonies fhould ftipu- 
late to allow them 8 per cent, upon all 
merchandizes imported from foreign coun¬ 
tries. This would be the eafieft of all me¬ 
thods for raffing this fumj It would be 

V ~ paid 
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$Mud invifibly, and we fhould even then be 
gainers, fince we fhould receive a profit of 
la percent, upon filch foreign commodities. 
If the exigencies of the ftate fhould at any 
time require a farther grant, the fame 
fhould be obtained freely by way of 
fequtfition. 

Thefe are the outlines of the compact 
of reconciliation, by which it is apparent 
our freedom may be amply fecured. No 
doutit many additions may be made to it by 
the wifdom of our venerable Congrefs, and 
the oblervations of my countrymen. And 
fince an honorable and fecure harmony 
may again be eftablijlhed between Great- 
Britain and thefe Colonies, who would 
prefer the horrors of war, the ruin of 
Commerce; the definition of private peace 
and happinefs, and the lofs of thou- 
fands of our countrymen in battle, to the 
blefiings of peace and tranquillity, the en¬ 
joyment of plenty and abundance, the pre- 
fervadon of the lives of our fellow creatures, 
and all thefe in the full poffefilon of 
liberty ? And for what are we to encounter 
all thefe evils, and untried ways, which 
like all novel experiments, mull be attend¬ 
ed with innumerable difficulties, if they 
fhould happen to prove fuccefsful, and 
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<vith difmal confequences Should the]? 
mifcarry. ’Tis a form of government 
which Baron MontefqUicu, and the beft 
writers on the fubjedt, have fheWn to bd 
attended with many mifchiefs and imper¬ 
fections, while they pafs high encomiums 
on the excellency of the British conftirati¬ 
on. But why fhould I dwell upon the 
dangers of this fcheme; the Continental 
Congrefs have never lifped the lead delire 
for independency or republicanifm: all 
their publications breathe another ipirit^r 
and in their juftice, wifdom and virtue 
1 can freely confide, for a reftoratioif 
of peace and tranquillity upon juft and' 
honorable conditions. 
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